
Madison Street 
     United Methodist Church 
Service for the Lord’s Day ~ March 19, 2023 ~ 10:15 a.m. 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
A professionally staffed nursery is located through the double doors on the west side  

(front left) of  the sanctuary. Our nursery is available for infants and children through age 3. 
Restrooms are also located through the double doors on the west side (front left) of  the sanctuary. 

——————————————————————————————————- 



About the Prelude 

Robert J. Powell, a 
native of  
Mississippi, earned 
his Bachelor of  
Music degree in 
organ from LSU and 
his Master’s from 
Union Theological 
Seminary. He has 
over 300 works for 
organ in publication 
and served as 
Assistant Organist at 
the Cathedral of  St. 
John the Divine in 
New York City.   

About Hymn 57 

Though John Wesley 
is called the father 
of  Methodism, his 
brother Charles 
Wesley (1707-1788) 
may be called the 
father of  Methodist 
congregational 
singing. Charles 
disliked the 
prevalence of  the 
psalms in worship 
songs of  his time. 
Out of  that, he gave 
Methodism and 
modern hymnody 
many original texts, 
including this hymn, 
which he wrote for 
Sunday, May 21, 
1739—the first 
anniversary of  his 
conversion on 
Pentecost Sunday. 
The significance of  
this hymn in the 
Methodist tradition 
is symbolized by its 
appearance as the 
first hymn in The 
United Methodist 
Hymnal.  

ENTRANCE 
The Prelude                        Rev. Jared D. Wilson, organ 

Prelude on O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
- Robert J. Powell (b. 1932) 

The Welcome               Rev. Harriet J. Bryan 

The Introit (sung from the Narthex)      The Madison Street Choir 
O the Lamb 

O the Lamb, the loving Lamb, The Lamb of  Calvary! 
The Lamb that was slain, Yet lives again to intercede for me! 

-19th century campmeeting song 

The Call to Worship                Rev. Valarie P. James 
 The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 

 We are pilgrims on the way to the cross. 
 We are learning to follow Jesus. 

 On this Lenten journey, where do we find God’s presence among us? 
 One thing we know: God calls us to witness extraordinary 
  love in ordinary moments.  

 On this Lenten journey, how does God’s presence work among us? 
 One thing we know: God uses the messy and mundane 
  to heal and restore us to one another.  

 On this Lenten journey, what does God’s presence do in our midst? 
 One thing we know: God opens us to recognize presence,  
  sustenance, and abundance where the world perceives 
  isolation and lack.  

 Let us worship God together! 
   (Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries © 2022, Alt. Jared Wilson) 

+The Processional Hymn ~ No. 57                    TUNE: AZMON 
 (+ standing in body or in spirit)            

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

  



The Next Gen Kids Moment            Brooke Knight 
Following the Next Gen Kids Moment, children ages 4 though Grade 5 will be dismissed to Kids Core. 

In Kids Core, children will learn more about God and worship in an exciting child-oriented way! 
At the conclusion of  worship, parents will go to the following rooms to pick up their children: 

Pre-Kindergarten: Room 305, Kindergarten: Room 308, Grades 1-5: Room 307. 
Kids Core Topics: PreK & K A Rich Man’s Question 

1st-5th Grades - Bible Organization Series, New Testament 4 

The Song of  Preparation (sung three times) 

The Call to Confession         Rev. James 
 When we offer God our confession, we join the beautiful work of  
  reconciliation, which begins with our reconciling with God. 
 Trusting in our Partner in grace, let us make our confession, 
  first in silent prayer.  

 A period of  silent prayer follows.  

 O God of  miracles and mighty deeds, we acknowledge your 
 healing and comforting presence in our lives. We confess that  
 we have been drawn in by materialism and driven by 
 consumerism. Open our hearts to a new way of  being. Send  
 your anointing and grant us fresh insight into our relationships 
 and grant us victory over every secret and shame. We thank you 
 in advance fo healings and renewals in our lives. In the name 
 of  Jesus, we pray. Amen.  
    (Junius Dotson, The Africana Worship Book) 
  
 The Kyrie is sung by all:  

Invitation and Prayer 
of  Confession 

Having praised the 
holiness of  God, we 
must also face the 
errant state of  the 
world and of  our 
lives, confessing our 
unworthiness to 
enter into God’s 
presence. 

The Song of  
Preparation 

This song is among 
the best-known 
refrains from the 
Taizé Community in 
France. Taizé is a 
monastic 
community and a 
place of  pilgrimage 
for young people 
from around the 
world begun by 
Roger Louis Schutz-
Marsauche, a 
Reformed minister, 
in 1940. Short 
refrains based on 
scripture typify the 
worship music of  
the community.  

The Kyrie  

This ritual song 
dates from early 
Greek (Eastern) 
Christian liturgies 
and has retained its 
Greek text in the 
Western Church. 
Like other ancient 
biblical and liturgical 
expressions (such as 
“amen,” “alleluia,” 
“hosanna,” etc.), the 
Kyrie is a prayer that 
ties us to Christians 
of  all times and 
places.  



Assurance of  Pardon 

A declaration of  
forgiveness 
proclaims the good 
news of  God’s 
mercy and offers the 
assurance of  pardon 
in Jesus’ name. 

About Hymn 263 

This hymn provides 
a compendium of  
many of  Christ’s 
miraculous healing 
activities. Peter 
David Smith, the 
author, was born in 
Surrey, England in 
1938. After working 
for a time in the 
aircraft industry, he 
became a Methodist 
minister. A hallmark 
of  his ministry was 
his gift as a 
folksinger. Though 
trained as a classical 
pianist, the folk 
guitar was his 
instrument of  
choice. Mr. Smith 
composed this song 
during a course he 
was teaching on 
contemporary 
worship for the Iona 
Community in 1975. 
Later, he served on 
the editorial 
committee for the 
hymnal, Partners in 
Praise (1979), and 
this was one of  ten 
contributions by the 
composer included 
in its contents.  

The Assurance of  Pardon        Rev. James 
 Friends, hear this good news and see the grace of  God: 
 You are forgiven. You are free to go and live in the light of  love. 
 Thanks be to God. Amen.  

+The Passing of  the Peace        Rev. James 

All are invited to share signs of  God’s peace and love.  

+The Hymn ~ No. 263           TUNE: HEALER 
When Jesus the Healer Passed Through Galilee 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

The Scripture Lessons                       Revs. James & Bryan 
Exodus 3:1-15 
+John 9:1-41 

          
 This is the Word of  God for the people of  God. 
 Thanks be to God. 

The Sermon                Rev. Wilson 
 Blindness of  the Heart 

The Concerns of  the Congregation                Rev. Bryan 
If  you have a prayer request to share with our pastors, please email us at prayer@madisonstreetumc.org. 

The Prayers of  the People        Rev. Bryan 
 After each petition, the pastor will conclude: Lord, in your mercy, 
  and all may respond:  hear our prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer ~ Page 895 

The Offering of  Our Gifts to God       Rev. Bryan 
 Your generosity enables us to make a difference in our community and world.  
 For your convenience, you will find giving stations in the narthex and at the front 
 of  the sanctuary. To give online, go to madisonstreetumc.org/giving. Text to give 
 from your phone by texting REGISTER to 931.263.7485. Once registered, 
 use the same number to text your desired dollar amount.  



The Anthem        The Madison Street Choir 
                      Ellie Crain, soloist 

Child of  God 
No matter what people say, say or think about me, 

I am a child, I am a child of  God. 
No matter what people say, say or think about you, 

You are a child, you are a child of  God. 
No matter what the world says, says or thinks about me, 

I am a child, I am a child of  God.  
No matter, what the church says, decisions, pronouncements on you, 

You are a child, you are a child of  God. 
And there is nothing or no one who can separate, 

They can’t separate you from the truth that 
You’re someone; you are family; you are meant to be. 

You are a child, a child of  God.  
- Mark Miller (b. 1965)  

THANKSGIVING 

The Prayer of  Thanksgiving                          Rev. James 
 Almighty God, giver of  every good and perfect gift, 
  teach us to render to you all that we have  
  and all that we are, 
  that we may praise you, not with our lips only, 
  but with our whole lives, 
  turning the duties, the sorrows, and the joys 
  of  all our days into a living sacrifice to you; 
  through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
 Amen.  
    (The Book of  Worship, 1965, Alt.) 

+The Doxology ~ No. 95                          TUNE: OLD 100th 

THE SENDING FORTH 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship      Rev. Bryan 

+The Hymn ~ No. 378              TUNE: AMAZING GRACE 
Amazing Grace 

About the Anthem 

Mark Miller believes 
that everyone is a 
Child of  God and 
that music is 
instrumental in 
healing the world. 
He also adheres to 
Cornel West’s belief  
that “Justice is what 
love looks like in 
public.” Since 2006 
he has been a 
Lecturer in Sacred 
Music at Yale’s 
Institute of  Sacred 
Music and Divinity 
School. He is also 
Professor of  Church 
Music, Director of  
Chapel, and 
Composer in 
Residence at Drew 
University in 
Madison, New 
Jersey. He is 
Minister of  Music 
of  Christ Church 
(UCC & American 
Baptist) in Summit, 
New Jersey.  

About the Doxology 

Doxologies are an 
expression of  praise 
to God. In the 
Christian church, we 
often hear them 
sung or changed. 
They are a tradition 
that has meaningful 
importance for all 
Christians. Since the 
early church, 
doxologies have 
been a way for 
Christians to express 
their love and 
thankfulness for 
what God has done 
in their lives.  



+The Benediction         Rev. Bryan 

+The Postlude        Rev. Wilson, organ 
Toccata on Amazing Grace 
J. Christopher Pardini (b. 1973) 

——————————————————————————- 
Worship Leaders in Today’s Service: 

The Rev. Harriet J. Bryan ~ Senior Pastor 
The Rev. Jared D. Wilson ~ Senior Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Valarie P. James ~ Assoc. Pastor for Congregational Care 
Brooke Knight ~ Director of  Next Gen Discipleship 

Beverly Woodard ~ Assoc. Director of  Music & Pianist 
Lucas Amstutz and Graham Goad~ Acolytes 

The flowers today are given to the glory of  God by Mark Hodges in memory of  his son, 
Matthew (Matty) Hodges. 

If  you would like to donate flowers for March, please  
contact Carole Anne Smith, (931) 645-6586 or email nansmi2@bellsouth.net. 

STAY CONNECTED 

Stay informed about  our events through our Friday email newsletter “This Week at 
Madison Street.”  

To subscribe, go to madisonstreetumc.org, complete the form at the bottom of  the page. 

Please follow us on Facebook.com/madisonstreetumc, & Instagram, 
@madisonstreetumc.  

                                      
Need to contact a staff  member?  Email us at the staff  member’s 

firstname@madisonstreetumc.org. 
E.g., name@madisonstreetumc.org 

  

About Hymn 378 

Amazing Grace 
resides in a sphere 
of  public awareness 
that few hymns can 
claim. Some think it 
is a folk song. For 
example, it made the 
Top 10 Hits list in 
1971 when Judy 
Collins recorded it 
for her album of  the 
same name. Many 
would be surprised 
to find that it is an 
18th century hymn. 
Perhaps the greatest 
enigma of  this hymn 
is that it speaks 
globally of  the 
mystery of  salvation 
without mentioning 
the name of  Jesus.  
The universality of  
this hymn lies in our 
awareness of  the 
wretchedness of  the 
human condition 
and for a hope 
deeply embedded in 
humanity at large 
that we may be 
“saved” for that 
condition by 
something beyond 
ourselves.  

About the Postlude 

Christopher Pardini 
is a former organist 
of  the Crystal 
Cathedral (now 
Christ Cathedral) in 
Garden Grove, CA. 
This toccata was 
written for the 
“Hour of  Power” 
television program. 
It has become a 
favorite of  the 
Madison Street 
congregation.  

mailto:nansmi2@bellsouth.net
http://madisonstreetumc.org
mailto:name@madisonstreetumc.org


         

Wonderful Wednesday 
5:00-6:00 Dinner, $5.00 per person/meal 
6:00-7:00 Activity 
April 5th - Seder Meal! 

Join us for this special night with our host for the evening, Dr. David 
Goldblatt. 
Meal - Soup, salad, and Dessert 
Please RSVP on our website, at the bottom of  the homepage.  

           madisonstreetumc.org 

Lenten Mission Art - Silent Auction 
March 5th - 26th 

The auction is featuring both children’s art and the art of  two 
professional artists, Kitty Harvill and Christoph Hrdina. 

The collection can be viewed in the Johnson Gallery at the Commerce 
Street entrance of  the church, located at 319 Madison St. during 
business hours. 

All proceeds go to benefit the World Vision foundation to help feed 
hungry children, with a goal of  raising $1,500. 

CANDY NEEDED 

Our Resurrection Egg Hunt is coming soon! Drop off  candy in the 
bins located in the Narthex on Sunday mornings and at the Commerce 
Street entrance, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday - Friday, before April 2. 

http://madisonstreetumc.org


This Week at 

Madison Street 
Sunday, March 19 

 8:45 a.m.  Nursery/Childcare for children, infant through age 3 
    (2nd Floor Sanctuary Hallway) 

 9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for Next Gen Kids (2nd & 3rd Floors) 
 9:00 a.m.  Synago (Youth Lounge) 
 10:00 a.m.  Beyond Limits (Room 215) 
       (Beyond Limits is for adults with cognitive/learning impairments) 
 10:15 a.m.  Worship (Sanctuary & Streaming) 

 5:00 p.m.  UMYF (Youth Lounge) 

Tuesday, March 21 

 5:00 p.m.  Disciple Bible Study (Library) 

 5:00 p.m.  Staff-Parish Relations Committee (Rm 120, Conf. Rm) 

 6:00 p.m.  Bible Study Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 

Wednesday, March 22 

 1:30 p.m.  Serendipitous Library Book Club (Library) 

 5:30 p.m.  Reading the Old Testament Through Jewish Eyes (Room 107) 

 7:00 p.m.  Madison Street Choir (Sanctuary & Choir Room) 

Thursday, March 23 
 10:00 a.m.   Women’s Bible Study (Room 118) 

 1:00 p.m.   Prayer Shawl Group (Library) 


