
Madison Street 
     United Methodist Church 
Service for the Lord’s Day ~ December 4, 2022 ~ 10:15 a.m. 
The Second Sunday of  Advent 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
A professionally staffed nursery is located through the double doors on the west side  

(front left) of  the sanctuary. Our nursery is available for children and infants through age 3. 
Restrooms are also located through the double doors on the west side (front left) of  the sanctuary. 

——————————————————————————————————- 



About the Prelude 

The Prelude is a 
musical offering to 
help move the 
hearts and minds of  
the gathered 
community from the 
daily struggle of  life 
to the worship of  
God. 

The text and tune of  
‘Creator of  the Stars 
of  Night’ were 
originally written as 
an evening hymn for 
Advent somewhere 
between the 7th and 
9th centuries. The 
setting heard today 
was composed by 
Richard Warner in 
1978. 

About the Hymn 

Because of  the 
season’s focus on 
Christ, few 
Trinitarian hymns 
are found in the 
Advent hymn 
repertoire. This 
makes ‘God 
Almighty, We are 
Waiting’ unusual. 
This hymn looks 
back to the birth of  
Christ, looks 
forward to the 
coming kingdom, 
and prays for “in the 
meantime” living on 
earth, with each 
stanza addressing 
one person of  the 
Trinity. It was 
written by Ann Bell 
Worley in 2005 
while she was 
serving on the staff  
of  Wilshire Baptist 
Church in Dallas, 
TX.

ENTRANCE 
The Prelude                        Rev. Jared D. Wilson, organ 

Conditor alme siderum 
 Creator of  the Stars of  Night 

 Richard Warner (1908-1983) 

The Welcome               Rev. Harriet J. Bryan 

 
+The Processional Hymn                        TUNE: HYFRYDOL 

God Almighty, We Are Waiting 

The Lighting of  the Advent Wreath 
Dawson Nicholson, Katy Smith, Noah Chamberlain, and Chas Uffelman 

 At every beginning there is a yearning. 
 O Emmanuel, prepare us for your coming. 
 Transform our hearts and comfort us with your peace and hope. 
 O Emmanuel, prepare us for your coming. 

 We welcome your presence now with the lighting of  these candles 
  whose flames brings warmth to winter and fills this place 
  with the glow of  peace and hope.  
 Amen. 



The Invitation               Rev. Valarie P. James 

The Prayer of  Confession                 Rev. James 
 Merciful God, 
 we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
 We have failed to be an obedient church. 
 We have not done your will, 
  we have broken your law, 
  we have rebelled against your love, 
  we have not loved our neighbors, 
  and we have not heard the cry of  the needy. 
 Forgive us, we pray. 
 Free us for joyful obedience, 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen.  

+The Assurance of  Pardon                          Rev. James 
 Hear the good news: 
  Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
  that proves God’s love toward us. 
 In the name of  Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 In the name of  Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 Glory to God. Amen.  

+The Passing of  the Peace 

Invitation and Prayer 
of  Confession 

Having praised the 
holiness of  God, we 
must also face the 
errant state of  the 
world and of  our 
lives, confessing our 
unworthiness to 
enter into God’s 
presence. Still, we 
approach God with 
confidence, trusting 
in the mercy of  
Jesus Christ.  

Assurance of  Pardon 

A declaration of  
forgiveness 
proclaims the good 
news of  God’s 
mercy and offers the 
assurance of  pardon 
in Jesus’ name. 

The Passing of  the 
Peace 

Drawn from the 
Anglican roots of  
Methodism, the 
passing of  the peace 
comes immediately 
after a time of  
corporate 
confession and 
absolution. It 
celebrates the peace 
we have with God as 
a forgiven people 
and also the peace 
we have with each 
other.  



About Hymn 281 

This may be the 
only commonly 
sung Christmas 
carol that does not 
mention the birth of  
Christ. The focus is 
rather on the song 
of  the angels, 
“Peace on the earth, 
good will to 
humanity,” taken 
from Luke 2:14. The 
historical context of  
the hymn sheds 
some light. The 
hymn’s writer, 
Edmund Hamilton 
Sears (1810-1876), 
earned a degree 
from Harvard 
Divinity School and 
was ordained a 
Unitarian minister in 
1839, serving several 
congregations 
throughout 
Massachusetts. Sears 
later wrote, 
“Although I was 
educated in the 
Unitarian 
denomination, I 
believe and preach 
the Divinity of  
Christ.” 

Bible Readings 

The Bible readings  
bear witness to the 
word of  God, 
revealed most fully 
in Jesus Christ. 
Where the word is 
read and 
proclaimed, Jesus 
Christ, is present by 
the power of  the 
Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, reading, 
hearing, and 
preaching, are 
central to worship. 

+The Hymn ~ No. 218                                   TUNE: CAROL 
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

Students ages 4-Kindergarten are dismissed for Kids’ Core during the hymn.  
PreK & K - Baby Jesus  

No Kids Core for Grades 1-5. Children will remain in worship. 
The congregation may be seated following the singing of  the hymn. 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

The Scripture Lessons                           Rev. James 
 Isaiah 9:2, 6 
 +Luke 2:8-14 

 This is the Word of  God for the people of  God. 
 Thanks be to God.  

The congregation may be seated following the Gospel reading. 

The Sermon         Rev. Bryan 
 The Remembrance of  Christmas Past: Hope from Heartbreak 

Points to Ponder: 
A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes – and is completely dependent on the fact 
that the door of  freedom has to be opened from the outside, is not a bad picture of  
Advent. –Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

Christ [was born,] died and was raised, not to prevent us from grieving, but so 
that our brokenness would be redeemed, our faults would not define us, and our 
sadness would not be the end of  the story.—Matthew Rawle 

The Offering of  Our Gifts to God       Rev. Bryan 
 Your generosity enables us to make a difference in our community and world.  
 For your convenience, you will find giving stations in the narthex and at the front 
 of  the sanctuary. To give online, go to madisonstreetumc.org/giving. Text to give 
 from your phone by texting REGISTER to 931.263.7485. Once registered, 
 use the same number to text your desired dollar amount.   

 Please do not forget to submit your 2023 financial commitment card. 



The Anthem                          The Madison Street Choir 
Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 

Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angels’ word 
I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred 
But there is room and welcome there for me 
In that unlikely place, I find him as they said, 

Sweet newborn babe how frail and in a manger bed 
A still small voice to cry one day for me 

How should I not have known Isaiah would be there 
His prophecies fulfilled with pounding heart I stare 

A child, a Son, a Prince of  Peace for me 
Can I, will I forget, how Love was born and burned 
Its way into my heart, unasked, unforced, unearned 

To die to live and not alone for me.  
 - Craig Courtney (b. 1948) 

THANKSGIVING 

The Prayer of  Great Thanksgiving          Revs. Wilson & Bryan 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 The pastor gives thanks, remembering God’s acts of  salvation, and the people respond: 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might. 
 Heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  

 The prayer continues, and the institution of  the Lord’s Supper is recalled. The people respond: 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 The pastor invokes the Holy Spirit and then praises the Trinity. The people respond:  Amen.  

The Sharing of  the Bread and Cup 
 Our ushers will direct you to come down the center aisle and return to your seat by  
 the outer aisles. Gluten free elements are available at the stations along the outer 
 aisles. Waste stations are located at the base of  the columns. 

 Today's offering will go to support United Methodist Student Day. Your support  
 of  this program helps to fund over 70 different loans and scholarships for  
 undergraduate and graduate United Methodist Students. 

 Music during Holy Communion is provided by Beverly Woodard. 

About the Anthem 

Craig Courtney 
holds degrees in 
piano performance 
from the University 
of  Cincinnati. 
Following a three-
year stay in Milan, 
Italy, he was invited 
to join the music 
faculty of  the famed 
Mozarteum in 
Austria.  It was 
during this six-year 
period, while also 
serving Salzburg 
International Baptist 
Church, that Mr. 
Courtney began 
sacred choral music, 
due to the 
unavailability of  
English language 
music.  

The Great 
Thanksgiving 

This is essentially a 
prayer said before a 
family meal - the 
Lord’s Supper. It is 
not an “eyes closed, 
head bowed, hands 
folded” prayer.  
Instead, it is a 
“heads up, eyes 
open, hearts full” 
prayer where you 
bring your whole 
self  to the 
communion table. 
This prayer 
recapitulates 
salvation history.  It 
praises and thanks 
God for the work of  
Jesus, our Savior, 
and then asks the 
Holy Spirit to take 
us up into the life of  
God. It is rooted in 
the Jewish Passover 
celebration.



About Hymn 240 

Written by Charles 
Wesley, this favorite 
Christmas hymn 
echoes Luke 2:14, 
“Glory to God in 
the highest, and on 
earth peace…” 
(KJV). Immediately, 
Wesley establishes a 
cosmic connection 
between the 
heavenly chorus and 
our hope for peace 
on earth. While 
many Christmas 
carols recount in 
one way or another 
the Christmas 
narrative, in this 
hymn Wesley 
provides a dense 
theological 
interpretation of  the 
Incarnation.    

About the Postlude 

The Postlude is 
considered the final 
“Alleluia” of  
worship.   

Aaron David Miller 
is a renowned organ 
improviser having 
won numerous 
international awards 
and given concerts 
across the country. 
His setting of  
‘Wachet auf ’ is 
based on a church 
cantata of  the same 
name by Johann 
Sebastian Bach. It is 
regarded as one of  
Bach’s most mature 
and popular sacred 
cantata. He 
composed it in 
Leipzig, and it was 
first performed on 
November 25, 1731.

SENDING FORTH 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship                        Rev. Bryan 

+The Hymn ~ No. 240                                    TUNE: MENDELSSOHN  
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

+The Benediction                                    Rev. Bryan 

+The Postlude                                    Rev. Wilson, organ 
Wachet Auf  

Sleepers, Awake! 
Aaron David Miller (b. 1972) 

————————————————————————————————- 
The nativity on the altar is given to the glory of  God in loving memory of  David Howard  

by the Howard Family. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Special thanks to the Madison Street Altar Guild for their beautiful work in preparing our 
Sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas seasons.  

Christmas Tribute Poinsettias for the Altar 
If  you would like to order a Poinsettia in honor or memory of  someone, they are 
now available to order.  These Poinsettias will stay on display December 18th & 
25th.  You will be asked to take your Poinsettias home after the December 25th 
service. Orders must be placed before Dec. 12. Cost is $20 each. Visit our 
website to order or use the link:  https://register.etransfer.com/cgi-bin/acct/
ER6FEFY7DO/displayForm.pl?dir=9S9AUMY8_2021 

Volunteers Needed for the Church Front Desk 
Want to serve God through the giving of  your time? We need front desk 
volunteers, on Tuesdays from 12-3 PM and on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 
from 9-12 AM. We also need alternates for when we have an unexpected vacancy. 
Please contact shanna@MadisonStreetUMC.org or call the church.  

STAY CONNECTED 
Stay informed about  our events through our Friday email “This Week at Madison Street.”  
To subscribe, go to madisonstreetumc.org, complete the form at the bottom of  the page. 

Please follow us on Facebook.com/madisonstreetumc, & Instagram, @madisonstreetumc.  

                                         
Need to contact a staff  member?  Email us at the staff  member’s 

firstname@madisonstreetumc.org. E.g., name@madisonstreetumc.org 
Need to contact a staff  member?  Email us at the staff  member’s 

firstname@madisonstreetumc.org. 
E.g., name@madisonstreetumc.org

https://register.etransfer.com/cgi-bin/acct/ER6FEFY7DO/displayForm.pl?dir=9S9AUMY8_2021
https://register.etransfer.com/cgi-bin/acct/ER6FEFY7DO/displayForm.pl?dir=9S9AUMY8_2021
https://register.etransfer.com/cgi-bin/acct/ER6FEFY7DO/displayForm.pl?dir=9S9AUMY8_2021
mailto:shanna@MadisonStreetUMC.org
http://madisonstreetumc.org
mailto:firstname@madisonstreetumc.org
mailto:name@madisonstreetumc.org
mailto:name@madisonstreetumc.org


Worship Leaders in Today’s Service 
The Rev. Harriet J. Bryan ~ Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jared D. Wilson ~ Senior Associate Pastor 
The Rev. Valarie P. James ~ Associate Pastor for Congregational Care 

Beverly Woodard ~ Associate Director of  Music 
Emily Crane ~ violin 

Ethan Orange and Graham Goad ~ Acolytes 

This Week at 

Madison Street 
Sunday, December 4 

 8:45 a.m.  Nursery/Childcare Available (2nd Floor Sanctuary Hallway) 
 9:00 a.m.  Sunday school for Next Gen Kids (2nd & 3rd Floors) 
 9:00 a.m.  Sunday Morning Adult Small Groups (Various Locations) 
 9:00 a.m.  Synago (grades 6-12 ~ Youth Lounge) 
 10:00 a.m.  Beyond Limits (Room 208 - Sanctuary Hallway) 
       (Beyond Limits is for adults with cognitive/learning impairments) 
 10:15 a.m.  Worship - Christmas4Kids - Communion Collection    
    (Sanctuary & Streaming) 
 11:30 a.m.  MOMS (Room 103) 
   

Monday, December 5 
 6:00 p.m.   Laudate Ringers Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Room 104)  

Tuesday, December 6 
 9:00 a.m.   Madison Street PreSchool (2nd and 3rd Floor Classrooms) 
 5:00 p.m.   Disciple Bible Study (Library) 
 6:00 p.m.  Bible Study Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
   

Wednesday, December 7 
 12:30 p.m.  First Wednesday Bridge Club (Off  Site) 
 6:00 p.m.  Festival of  Christmas Dress Rehearsal (Sanctuary & Choir Room)  
 7:00 p.m.  Madison Street Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary & Choir Room) 

Thursday, December 8 
 9:00 a.m.   Madison Street PreSchool (2nd and 3rd Floor Classrooms) 
 10:00 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study (Room 118) 
 1:30 p.m.  Prayer Shawl Group (Library) 
 6:00 p.m.  Quilt Posse (Fellowship Hall) 

Saturday, December 9 

 2:00 p.m.   Music & Arts Academy Recital (Chapel) 
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Sermon Series 
November 27th through 
December 25th, 2022 

Advent & Christmas 
Schedule of  Events

Sunday, December 25th 10:15 a.m. 
“Come As You Are” Christmas 

Sunday, December 4th 10:15 a.m.  
Christmas 4 Kids Toy Collection 
Saturday, December 17th, 
Store Open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (gym) 

Sunday, December 11th 5:00 p.m.  
Festival of  Christmas 

Sunday, December 18th 4:00 p.m.  
Quiet Christmas (chapel) 

Saturday, December 24th  
5:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Communion

Christmas 4 Kids 


