Madison Street

United Methodist Church

Service for the Lord’s Day ~ September 25, 2022 ~ 10:15 a.m.
The Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
————————————————————————————————————————
A professionally staffed nursery is located through the double doors on the west side
(front left) of the sanctuary. Our nursery is available for infants and children through age 3.
Restrooms are also located through the double doors on the west side (front left) of the sanctuary.

——————————————————————————————————-

ENTRANCE

About the Prelude
The Prelude is a
musical offering to
help move the
hearts and minds of
the gathered
community from the
daily struggle of life
to the worship of
God.
Johann Sebastian
Bach was a German
composer and
musician of the late
Baroque period. He
is generally
considered one of
the greatest
composers in the
history of western
music. It was while
working for Duke
Wilhelm Ernst of
Saxe-Weimar (from
1708-1717) that
Bach wrote the
majority of his
organ music,
including the
Prelude in A Major
heard this morning.

About Hymn 428
The author of this
hymn, Fred Kaan (b.
1929), is a native of
The Netherlands,
though he spent the
majority of his
professional career
in England serving
The United
Reformed Church.
This hymn is among
his most popular
and was written in
1965 to celebrate
Human Rights Day.

The Prelude

Rev. Jared D. Wilson, organ

Prelude in A Major (BWV 536a)

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

The Welcome

Rev. Harriet J. Bryan

+The Call to Worship (+ indicates to stand as you are able)
Those who love God, God will deliver.
Those who know God by name, God will protect.
Those who call out to God, God will answer.
We gather this morning as those who trust God.

Rev. Bryan

(based on Psalm 91 - Amy B. Hunter)

+The Processional Hymn ~ No. 428
TUNE: CWM RHONDDA
For the Healing of the Nations
The Cross leads the procession, symbolic of the centrality in worship
of Jesus Christ, the Living Word and Savior of humankind.
Tbe acolytes light the two candles on the altar, which are symbolic
of the dual nature of Jesus Christ, both human and divine.

+The Opening Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Rev. Valarie P. James

Let us pray:
Almighty God,
you create, redeem and sustain us,
every moment of our lives.
In you we place our trust.
When we face illness, conflict, and fear,
you are our steadfast protector.
When we suffer setback and loss,
you restore us through your love.
When our lives prosper and we are comfortable,
you move us to share our blessings with others.
In times of hardship and plenty,
you alone are the source of life that really is life.
In love and trust,
we live in the power of our resurrected Lord. Amen.
The congregation may be seated following the prayer.

The Anthem

Cherub Choir
A Joyful Song of Praise

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia! Sing to God a joyful song.
Let the whole world sing along!
Brad Nix (b. 1975)

The Next Gen Kids Moment

Brooke Knight

Following the Next Gen Kids Moment, children ages 4 though Grade 5 will be dismissed to Kids Core.
In Kids Core, children will learn more about God and worship in an exciting child-oriented way!
At the conclusion of worship, parents will go to the following rooms to dismiss their children:
Pre-Kindergarten: Room 305, Kindergarten: Room 308, Grades 1-5: Room 307.
Kids Core Topics: Pre-K & K - Building a Big Boat
1st - 5th Grades - I Am the Resurrection and the Life

+The Hymn ~ No. 396

TUNE:

ANGEL’S STORY

O Jesus, I Have Promised
The congregation may be seated following the singing of the hymn.
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
The Prayer for Illumination
Rev. James
Almighty God, in you are hidden all the treasure of wisdom
and knowledge. Open our eyes that we may see the
wonders of your Word; and give us grace that we may
clearly understand and freely choose the way of your
wisdom; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Scripture Lessons
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
+Luke 16:19-31
This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
The Sermon
Hope for the Future

Rev. Wilson

Rev. Bryan

Points to Ponder:
Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness. – Desmond Tutu
Hope lies in dreams, in imagination, and in the courage of those who dare to make dreams into
reality. – Jonas Salk
Hope begins in the dark, the stubborn hope that if you just show up and try to do the right
thing, the dawn will come. You wait and watch and work: you don’t give up.
– Anne Lamott

About Hymn 396
The writer of this
hymn, John Bode
(1816-1874), has
given the church one
of its most enduring
hymns of Christian
discipleship. Born in
London, Bode was
educated at both
Eton and
Charterhouse, as
well as Christ
Church, Oxford.
Bode wrote this
hymn for the
confirmation of his
daughter and two
sons in 1866. It was
first published two
years later and has
appeared in most
major hymnals since
then. The text is
based on a verse
from John 12
following Jesus’
travel to Bethsaida
of Galilee.
Bible Readings
The Bible readings
bear witness to the
word of God,
revealed most fully
in Jesus Christ, the
Word who “became
flesh and lived
among us.” Where
the word is read and
proclaimed, Jesus
Christ, the Living
Word, is present by
the power of the
Holy Spirit.
Therefore, reading,
hearing, preaching,
and affirming the
word are central to
Christian worship
and essential to the
Service for the
Lord’s Day.

Affirmation of Faith
The Affirmation of
Faith is the
collective expression
of the church’s most
basic and deeply
held beliefs. The
whole church body
recites these
historical statements
of basic Christian
truths that believers
in all times and
places profess.
The creed used this
morning is the
Apostles’ Creed,
sometimes called the
Apostolic Creed or
the Symbol of the
Apostles. The creed
most likely
originated in 5th
century Gaul. It has
been in liturgical use
since the 8th
century.

+The Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;

Rev. James

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
+The Response

TUNE:

GLORIA

The Response
The Gloria sung
today comes from
the Taizé
Community, which
is an ecumenical
Christian monastic
fraternity in Taizé,
Saône-et-Loire,
Burgundy, France. It
is comprised of
more than one
hundred brothers,
from Catholic and
Protestant traditions,
who originate from
about thirty
countries around the
world.

The congregation may be seated.

The Concerns of the Congregation

Rev. Wilson
If you have a prayer request to share with our pastors, please email us at prayer@madisonstreetumc.org.

The Prayers of the People
Rev. Wilson
After each petition, the pastor will conclude: Lord, in your mercy,
and all may respond: hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer ~ Page 895

The Offering of Our Gifts to God
Rev. Bryan
Your generosity enables us to make a difference in our community and world.
For your convenience, you will find giving stations in the narthex and at the front
of the sanctuary. To give online, go to madisonstreetumc.org/giving. Text to give
from your phone by texting REGISTER to 931.263.7485. Once registered,
use the same number to text your desired dollar amount.
The Anthem

The Madison Street Choir

I Choose Love

In the midst of pain, I choose love.
In the midst of pain, sorrow falling down like rain,
I await the sung again, I choose love.
In the midst of war, I choose peace.
In the midst of war, hate and anger keeping score,
I will seek the good once more, I choose peace.
When my world falls down, I will rise.
When my world falls down, explanations can’t be found,
I will climb to holy ground, I will rise.
In the midst of pain, I choose love.
In the midst of pain, sorrow falling down like rain,
I await the sun again, I choose love.
-Mark A. Miller (b. 1967)

THANKSGIVING
+The Prayer of Thanksgiving
Rev. James
The following is prayer by the pastor:
God of justice and mercy, we come to worship you this day as ones
who, on the great balance scale of your creation, are more like the
rich man in the Gospel story than we are Lazarus. The parable Jesus
tells reminds us that the chasm between rich and poor is hard to cross
in the life to come, but not so for us this day, as we strive to see God’s
kingdom at work in our world. As we offer our gifts today, may we do
so striving to be those blessed to be a blessing.
In Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen.
(Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church)

+The Doxology ~ No. 94
TUNE: LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

About the Anthem
Mark A. Miller is
Associate Professor
of Church Music
and Composer in
Residence at Drew
University in
Madison, NJ. He is
also a Lecturer in
the Practice of
Sacred Music at Yale
University. He holds
degrees from Yale
University and the
Juilliard School. His
anthem, “I Choose
Love,” was written
in response to the
tragic events that
occurred at
Emmanuel African
Methodist Episcopal
Church in
Charleston, SC in
2015. It is a
testament to the
power of
forgiveness, peace,
and hope.
The Doxology
A doxology is a
short hymn of
praise to God. In
Christian Protestant
traditions, it is
typically sung as the
final component of
the Offering as a
dedication of the
congregation’s gifts
and tithes to God.
The tradition derives
from a similar
practice in the
Jewish synagogue.
The words sung this
morning were
written by Thomas
Ken in 1674 and
adapted by Gilbert
H. Vierira in 1978.

SENDING FORTH

About Hymn 707
‘Hymn of Promise’
was first conceived
as an anthem in
1985 and was
performed at the
Pasadena
Community Church
in St. Petersburg,
FL, during a festival
concert of Natalie
Sleeth’s music.
Inspired by a T.S.
Eliot line, Sleeth
states that the
“germ” of the hymn
grew from the idea
“in our end is our
beginning,” the
phrase that begins
the 3rd stanza.
Shortly after its
composition,
Sleeth’s husband,
Ronald Sleeth, a
United Methodist
minister, was
diagnosed with a
terminal malignancy.
He requested this
hymn be sung at his
funeral.
About the Postlude
The Postlude is
considered the final
“Alleluia” of
worship. Nicolaus
Bruhns was a
Danish-German
organist, violinist,
and composer and is
considered one of
the most prominent
musicians of his
generation.
Relatively few of his
compositions have
survived. Today’s
postlude is among 5
surviving organ
pieces.

+The Invitation to Christian Discipleship
+The Hymn ~ No. 707

Rev. Bryan
TUNE:

PROMISE

Hymn of Promise
+The Benediction

Rev. Bryan

+The Postlude

Rev. Wilson, organ

Prelude and Fugue in g minor

Nicolaus Bruhns (ca. 1665-1697)
————————————————————————————————The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God in memory of Jonathan Wyatt on his birthday by
Bill Wyatt, Vicki Wyatt, Christopher & Susannah Wyatt.
If you would like to give flowers for September, please contact Lynda Johnson at 404-345-6936 or
ambrosia@ambrosiaandco.com
STAY CONNECTED
Stay informed about all of our events through our Friday email
“This Week at Madison Street.” To subscribe, go to madisonstreetumc.org,
scroll to the bottom of the page and fill out the form.
Please follow us on Facebook, Facebook.com/madisonstreetumc,
and Instagram, @madisonstreetumc.
Need to contact a staff member? Email us at the staff member’s
firstname@madisonstreetumc.org.
E.g., name@madisonstreetumc.org
Worship Leaders in Today’s Service
The Rev. Harriet J. Bryan ~ Senior Pastor
The Rev. Jared D. Wilson ~ Senior Associate Pastor
The Rev. Valarie P. James ~ Assoc. Pastor for Congregational Care
Beverly Woodard ~ Associate Director of Music
Emily Goad & Lucy Hopson ~ Acolytes

United Methodist Church Informational
Meeting
Grab a bite of lunch (off-site) after worship,
and join us for an Informational Meeting today
at 1:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. which will
focus on the most recent developments within
The United Methodist Church on the global
and national levels. This session will be led by
Senior Pastor, Harriet Bryan.

Constructing the Bridge:
Loss and the Mourning After
A Two-Week Online Course beginning October 10
Cost: $60
Required Book: “Life After Loss” by Bob Deits
Are you grieving the death of someone who was an
important part of your life? The loss that death
brings is painful beyond words. No one can
anticipate the emotional and spiritual agony that
accompanies it. Be assured, however that you can
have a satisfying and meaningful life after loss. Even
with the worst of losses, you will begin to heal.
This course may be the first step on your healing
journey.
For more information on how to participate,
contact Rev. Jared Wilson
(jared@madisonstreetumc.org).

Blessing of the Animals

On October 2 at 5:00p.m. we will be having our
Blessing of the Animals in the Commerce Street
parking lot.
This is a special time where we remember that
animals are created by God for us to love and enjoy!
Bring your pet or stuffed animal.

Church-wide Trunk or Treat

Mark your calendars for our church-wide Trunk or
Treat on October 30 at 4:00 p.m.
Grab some candy, decorate your car, and join us for
an evening with our friends and neighbors.
If you are unable to participate, you can help by
donating candy in the donation bins located at the
commerce street and narthex entrances beginning
next week.
If you plan to attend, please register on our website
under events and registration.

This Week at

Madison Street
Sunday, September 25
8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
1:00 p.m.

Nursery/Childcare Available (2nd Floor Sanctuary Hallway)

Sunday school for Next Gen Kids (2nd & 3rd Floors)
Synago (grades 6-12 ~ Youth Lounge)
Sunday Morning Adult Small Groups (Various Locations)
Beyond Limits (Room 208 - Sanctuary Hallway)
(Beyond Limits is for adults with cognitive/learning impairments)
Worship (Sanctuary & Streaming)

United Methodist Church Informational Meeting
(Fellowship Hall)

3:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Confirmation Learning Session (Youth Lounge)
UMYF (Youth Lounge)
Monday, September 26

5:00 p.m.

UMW/Esther - Rebecca Group (Picnic/Channing Place Off Site)

9:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, September 27
Madison Street PreSchool (2nd &3rd floor Classrooms)
Disciple Bible Study (Room 132)
Bible Study Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)

10:00 a.m.
2:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, September 28
UMW/ Priscilla Group meeting (Rm 107- window room)
Serendipitous Library Book Club (Library)
Confirmation Learning Session (Youth Lounge)
Madison Street Choir Rehearsal (Choir Suite)

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.

Thursday, September 29
Madison Street PreSchool (2nd &3rd floor Classrooms)
Women’s Bible Study (Room 103)
Prayer Shawl Group (Library)
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