
Madison Street 
United Methodist Church 

The Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 August 1, 2021 ~ 10:15 A.M. 

  A professionally staffed nursery is located through the double doors on the west side (front left) of  the sanctuary. 
Our nursery is available for children for infants through age 3. 

Restrooms are also located through the double doors on the west side (front left) of  the sanctuary. 
       ——————————————————————————————————— 

ENTRANCE 
  
 The Voluntary                                                            Dr. Abigail D. Haake, organ 
             

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
Emma Lou Diemer (b. 1927) 

 The Welcome                                             The Rev. Harriet J. Bryan  

  
 The Introit                        

God Is Here Today 

Sung first by the soloists, the congregation then joins in singing. 
Amy Eisemann & Blair Butcher, soloists 

Setting by Tom Trenney (b. 1977) 



 The Call to Worship                         The Rev. Valarie P. James 

   
  Today is the day we remember how much Jesus loves children. 
  We give thanks for the way children bring love to our lives. 

  We give thanks for the children of  our church and community. 
  We give thanks for the life and hope children bring to our church family.  

  We remember that children are important teachers of  God’s love. 
  May we be open to their example and teaching. 

  Thank you, God, that all of  us, young and old, are your children. 
  Thank you, God, for being our loving and caring Parent. 

 +The Hymn                                 HYMN TO JOY 
         Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  



 +The Opening Prayer                    Led by a Member of  the 5th Grade VBS Class 

  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 

  New every morning is your love, O God. 
  All day long you are working for good in the world. 

  Stir up in us a desire to serve you, 
   to live peacefully with our neighbors, and to devote each day to Jesus. 

  Amen. 
  Amen. 

The congregation may be seated. 

 A Celebration of  Vacation Bible School                          VBS Participants 
  Members of  the 4th and 5th Grade Class say: 
   Good morning! Today we celebrate our Vacation Bible School -  
    Anchored: Deepening Faith in God! 
    
   This weekend we learned through lessons, crafts, games, music,  
    and missions that God is faithful, and we can trust God. 

   May you be blessed and reminded of  the deep beauty of  faith.  
   
   Now our voices will share God’s love as we sing. 

  All the children join in singing: 

God is for Me 
Looking out, it’s a great big world. 
Where do I go? How do I fit in? 

Gotta keep this one thing on my mind. 
Maker of  all the universe is on my side. 

And if  God is for me? Who can be, who can be against me? 
He is my strength; he is my friend forever. 

  When I just don’t understand, God is for me. 
When life doesn’t go the way I planned, God is for me. 

And if  God is for me who can be, who can be against me? 
He is my strength; he is my friend forever. 

   
  Members of  the Pre-Kindergarten Class say: 
   God is a faithful friend. 

   God is dependable. 

   God is always with us. 



  The Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten Class sings: 

God’s Love 
I’m gonna flap my wings and fly up to the sky. 

I’m gonna flap my big wings and fly up to the sky. 
God’s love makes me wanna fly up, fly up to the sky. 

I’m gonna get down low and jump up to the sky. 
I’m gonna get down really low and jump up to the sky.  

God’s love makes me wanna jump up, jump up to the sky. 
I’m gonna spin around, and around and around and around.  

I’m going to be a helicopter up above the ground.  
God’s love makes me wanna spin around, ’til I land on the ground. 

  Members of  the Kindergarten Class say: 
   God wants to work in our lives. 

   In the Bible it says that God works through us. 

   There is no better friend than God. 

   The love of  God is deeper than the ocean! 

  The 1st and 2nd Grade Class sings: 

Shining With God’s Love 
Deep down inside my heart, that’s where God’s love will start 

With just one tiny glow until the whole world knows. 
Shining with God’s love, la, la, la, love! 
Shining with God’s love, la, la, la, love! 

It’s from the inside out. It drives away the doubt. 
From just that one small flame, my life won’t be the same. 

Shining with God’s love, la, la, la, love! 
Shining with God’s love, la, la, la, love! 

From one tiny spark. 
God’s love will light the dark! 

Shining with God’s love, la, la, la, love! 
Shining with God’s love, la, la, la, love! 

  Members of  the 1st and 2nd Grade Class say: 
   Just like the song says, we are shining with God’s love! 
    
   God loves and welcomes everyone. 

   God even loves and welcomes kids—like us! 

   We want to love and help others this year by sharing our blessings. 

   Our VBS Offering this year was collected for Urban Ministries. 
   We hope to go deeper with faithfulness in helping others. 



  The 3rd -5th Grade Class sings: 

Never Let Go of  Me 
Through every storm of  life I know you’re by my side. 

So I am holding on, to your promises 
You are the God who holds my future, all my dreams. 

So I am holding on, you never let go of  me. 
You gave me hope when hope was all but gone.  

A second chance to sing a brand new song. 
You opened up my eyes to see when you rescued me. 

You showed the way when there was no way out. 
Cleared up my mind when you erased all doubt. 

You made me strong when I was weak.  
You rescued me, rescued me! 

Through every storm of  life I know you’re by my side. 
So I am holding on, to your promises 

You are the God who holds my future, all my dreams. 
So I am holding on, you never let go of  me. 

You are my God, I’m holding on to you. 
You are my God, I know you’ll see me through. 

  Members of  the 1st and 2nd Grade Class say: 
   God goes deeper by listening to me. 

   God goes deeper by answering prayers. 

   God goes deeper by giving us the Bible to read. 

   God goes deeper with each new day. 

   God goes deeper in ways we could never imagine. 

  All the children join in singing: 

We Can Trust Him 
If  there’s one thing we can count on, 

It’s that God will never let us down and 
We can trust everything he does. 

He keeps his promises. We know because… 
Yeah, the word of  the Lord holds true. 

We can trust him! We can trust him! 

  Member of  the 3rd-5th Grade Class say: 
   Can you imagine what it was like for God to create the deep, deep ocean? 

   God sees everything and knows everything. 

   God created every detail and is always with us. 

   During VBS, we created Faithful Fish to give to members of  our church. 



   God wants us to look for ways to help others. 

   When we help others, we offer kindness and hope from God. 

   We hope you will enjoy this small gift as a reminder of  God’s love. 

   These Faithful Fish are reminders that we can trust God.  

  
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

  A Member of  the 5th Grade Class shares the following Scripture: 

   I Chronicles 16:34 

   This is the Word of  God for the people of  God. 
   Thanks be to God.  

 Homily    Too Good to Be True                             Rev. Bryan 
                

 The Invitation                The Rev. Jared D. Wilson 
   
  Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of  their sin, 
  and seek to live in peace with one another.  Therefore, let us confess our sin before 
  God and one another. 

 The Prayer of  Confession                Rev. Wilson 

  Merciful God, 
  we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
  We have failed to be an obedient church. 
  We have not done your will, 
  we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, 
  we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of  the needy. 
  Forgive us, we pray. 
  Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  Amen.  

  Hear the good news: 
   Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
   that proves God’s love toward us. 
  In the name of  Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
  In the name of  Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
  Glory to God. Amen.  



 The Offering of  Our Gifts to God                               Rev. Bryan 
  Your generosity enables us to make a difference in our community and world. For your safety  
  and convenience, you will find giving stations in the narthex and at the front of  the sanctuary. To give  
  online, go to madisonstreetumc.org/giving. Text to give from your phone. Text REGISTER to  
  931.263.7485. Once registered, use the same number to text your desired dollar amount. 

 THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION 

 The Great Thanksgiving              Rev. Wilson & Rev. Bryan 
  
  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  It is right and a good and joyful thing, 
   always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
   almighty God, creator of  heaven and earth. 

  And so, with your people on earth 
   and all the company of  heaven 
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
  heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

  The pastor continues the prayer and concludes, saying “…as we proclaim the mystery of  faith.” 

  Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

  The pastor continues, and concludes, saying  
   “…all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.” 
  Amen.  
 The Sharing of  the Bread and Cup 
  Our communion elements are gluten free. Our ushers will direct you to come down the center aisle and   
  return to your seat by the outer aisles. For your convenience, we have placed waste stations at the base of    
  the columns near the outer aisles. Please observe social distancing while waiting to receive the elements. 
  Today’s communion offering will support Urban Ministries. 

  Music during Holy Communion is provided by Andrew Knowles, piano.  

http://madisonstreetumc.org/giving
http://madisonstreetumc.org/giving


       SENDING FORTH 

 The Invitation to Christian Discipleship              Rev. Wilson 

 +The Hymn                                                 STORIES OF JESUS 
Tell Me the Stories of  Jesus 

  

 +The Charge and Benediction                               Rev. Wilson & Rev. Bryan 

 +The Postlude                              Dr. Abigail D. Haake, organ 
  

Theme and Variations on Jesus Loves Me: IV. Allegretto 
J. Wayne Kerr (b. 1958)  

STAY CONNECTED 
 Stay informed about all of  our events through our Friday email “This Week at Madison Street.” To subscribe to  

 the Friday email go to www.madisonstreetumc.org, scroll to the bottom of  the page and fill out the form.  
Please follow us on FaceBook, www.facebook.com/madisonstreetumc, and Instagram, @madisonstreetumc.  

Need to contact a staff  member? Email us at the staff  member’s firstname@madisonstreetumc.org.   
 E.g., name@madisonstreetumc.org 
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